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Sapa Jack

March 28,1901—August 13,2008

107 Years Young

AUTHOR’S NOTE

The manuscript for this book went to the publisher prior
to Papa Jack’s death. While it was my hope he would enjoy
it, it was not to be. This is but one tribute to an extra-
ordinary man who lived an extraordinary life.

We were overwhelmed by the media response of his
death. His story was syndicated and appeared locally,
nationally, and internationally in hundreds of newspapers,
in addition to 7he New Yort Times, National Public Radio,
CBS Sunday Morning, and The Economist.

Why speak of him in the past when his impact very
much remains in the present and future?
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Dedication

This book is dedicated to my Dad,
Jack B. Weil (1928-2008).

MY BOOK Western Shirts: A Classic American Fashion, Was
dedicated to Papa Jack, but this one is about him. We
never expected our grandfather to outlive his son—my
father—who died in 2008. We all thought Dad would live
into old age like his father and grandfather.

Dad was part of our limelight but in its shadow. He did
not start the company, but he was vital to its later success.
He called himself the “meatball” sandwiched between
Papa and I, the bread. He was never president, the post
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Glironology

JACK A. WEIL
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MARCH 28, 1901 @
Jack A.Weil is born in Evansville, Indi-
ana, to Sarah and Abraham Weuil.

oo Ty on ool
BRCORD oF pRTH CEFARTMENT OF 1
(Detardoriie st

~ acdes el

P .
D e/ T Ny /. Y AF Al
= :

RN A S P

1909‘

Jack delivers milk to the needy using a
wagon pulled by a goat.

1912

Jack is one of the first Boy Scouts in
America when the organization first
came to the U.S.from the UK.
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& Can You Ever Have Too Much Experience?

Papa Jack’s life experience spanned over a century. When
he was born in 1901, William McKinley was president.
Electricity and indoor plumbing were novelties. His first
transportation was a goat cart. He later got around by
horse and buggy, and eventually drove a long line of cars
tracing the evolution of the automobile. Papa Jack started
in business before calculators existed, and ended up using
Windows everyday.

There are many types of experience. Some people do
what they do for decades, merely repeating what they learned
the first year every year after. Papa Jack was extraordinary in
his ability to draw on his life experiences to solve problems
creatively. Many challenges he had seen before and easily
recalled a successful solution. New problems required new
solutions, but they just took a little longer to address. He was
remarkable for many things. He retained complex details
and vivid memories from a vast lifetime of experiences.

® Government Efficiency
Papa Jack was a political conservative with a sense of humor,
a lifelong Republican, a proponent of limited government
and a balanced budget. He was the ultimate private sector
guy, devoted to an individual’s right, power, and responsibil-
ity to control his own destiny, free of government nuisance.
This wood carving marked “Government Surplus” sat
in a place of honor near Papa Jack’s desk, expressing his



