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Pensacola Beach Welcome Sign 
1955–Present  •  Pensacola Beach



“You couldn’t miss it, it got your attention. . . . I first
noticed the sign when it was downtown. The purpose of putting it
there was to remind people, ‘You have a beautiful beach. Use it!’ . . .
It seemed like such a long drive out to the beach back then. It
encouraged people to come over to the beach and enjoy it and make
it profitable. . . . Later, the sign was moved out near the new bridge
to the beach. As a child, I would see it and think, ‘Okay, we’re
almost there!’ . . . I always loved the beach. My mother has lots of
pictures of me in diapers, as brown as I could be, sitting on that
white sand.” 

—Sandy Johnston, native of Pensacola and executive director 
of the Pensacola Beach Chamber of Commerce

High atop a building in downtown Pensacola, a vibrant neon sign flashed the

wonders of Pensacola Beach. Enthusiastic beach officials and Lamar Advertising

strategically placed the sign miles inland to urge residents and visitors to take a

beach break. In the 1950s, in-town activities were plentiful, so venturing out to Pen -

sacola’s white sand beaches and its fledgling amusements was a stretch. A decade

later, the memorable sailfish sign was moved closer to the shore. Now located on 

US 98, the sign has welcomed tourists to the blue-green waters and sparkling sands

of Pensacola Beach for almost 50 years.
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Singleton’s Seafood Shack
1967–Present  •  Mayport



“My husband was born in a houseboat on the Saint
John’s River. He was on the water all his life. He was so salty! . . .
Ray started out with a party boat, taking passengers deep sea fish-
ing. I went fishing on his boat, got hooked, and he reeled me in! . . .
We had a fish market with only five tables. People came in, picked
out a fish, and we’d cook it for them. . . . Every year Ray added on
to the restaurant, using whatever he had on hand. Every window
was different. . . . He always said, ‘If you give a quality product at
a good price, there are three things people won’t do without: fishing,
drinking, and eating!’ . . . When he had to stop fishing, Ray built
[model] boats—about 200 of them. He was good with his hands—
he used no plans or measurements.” 

—Ann Singleton, wife of Ray Singleton, founder of Singleton’s Seafood Shack

Located on the Saint John’s River and championed for serving up fresh fish just

off the boat, Singleton’s grew from a simple fish market into a folksy restaurant.

Mayport native and Singleton’s founder Ray Singleton had a lifelong romance with

the sea, working as charter captain, shrimper, and seafood purveyor. After his fishing

days were cut short due to the loss of his leg, Captain Ray rebounded with another

talent: model boat building. A natural craftsman, he replicated boats from his childhood

memories, proudly displaying them at Singleton’s. Diners gathered around Captain

Ray to marvel at his handiwork and hear his fish tales as he performed his craft.
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