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Haunting Sparks

New Career 

Joe Leto, the founder of DIEPART, is a technology nerd. An electronic
ham radio operator since he was a kid, he had the highest-level FCC 
license at the age of 12. Joe received a degree in radio frequency 

engineering from the University of Iowa. After a six-year stint in the Navy,
he was a field manager for a Des Moines telephone company. His next 
job was as chief engineer for a TV station and a media producer for Cap-
tain Jack Films.

Dealing every day with the certainties of electronic engineering gave Joe
a matter-of-fact frame of mind. “I never believed in ghosts or anything 
supernatural,” says Joe. “ I never even thought about it. I don’t watch scary
movies. I’m not into that stuff.”

But when Joe and his wife and daughters moved into a small rental
house in Winterset, Iowa, in the spring of 2003, a series of events occurred
that would change his worldview and set him on an entirely new career path.

Shortly after they settled into the house, his daughters came to him
crying and said they were hearing voices. 

“They told me the voices were telling them to do terrible things: ‘push
your sister down the stairway, get into the utensils and stab someone.’ The
voices came any time of the day, even three or five AM. My wife and I didn’t
know what was wrong.”

At first Joe discounted his daughters’ disturbing reports, but an expe-
rience of his own soon convinced him they were telling the truth. One day

T H E  D I E P A R T  T E A M

HauntedText.qxd:Layout 1  8/11/08  1:25 PM  Page 1



Haunted Iowa2

when he was on his way to work, he forgot to bring his soda along for
lunch. He had already locked the house. “I ran back to the house and 
unlocked the door,” says Joe. “When I got inside and walked in the kitchen,
I saw the refrigerator door open, cupboard doors wide open, and utensils
on the table. The stove door was open. It was then I started to believe what
my kids were telling me.” 

His daughter was so scared she came to him with her little hands cup-
ping her ears. She didn’t want to hear the voices anymore. 

Trying to find out what was going on, Joe learned that the house they
were renting was originally an Episcopal church built in 1890 that had
been moved to the site and remodeled to become a rental property. “This
was your funeral church,” says Joe, “where you get married, baptized.” The
apex of the house, which used to be the steeple, was jagged and the cor-
nice was torn. 

Joe, who is a Catholic, asked his pastor if he could help him get rid of
the spirits, but the undoubtedly skeptical priest said there was nothing he
could do. Joe’s brother-in-law suggested they open up all the doors and
windows in the house, then demand whatever was residing there to leave.
As Joe issued his commandment, he felt an inexplicable rush of wind.

“We didn’t hear the spirit for the next two years,” says Joe.
Joe and his family moved away several years later, and the house was

eventually torn down. But Joe’s experience with the poltergeist led him to
wonder if the electronic devices he was familiar with could be used to doc-
ument the presence of unseen spirits. He had learned enough about radio
technology to apply it to his paranormal research. After the house was torn
down, he came back to Winterset.

“I had the overwhelming urge to see if there was anything remaining
after so many years,” says Joe.

He knew he could get physical evidence of the ghosts by taping their
voices. With an amplified microphone, he walked around recording. “I
heard a raspy voice calling, ‘Joe,’” he said. “Then it kept telling me to push
the button down harder. When you push it too hard, your finger starts
aching. Soon mine did.” 

When Joe took his recording back home, he discovered that there were
voices on his tape. He heard the same raspy voice calling his name. His 
parabolic microphone had worked. It had picked up sounds that other
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equipment couldn’t. Joe knew he could pioneer paranormal research using
this technology. In 2005 Joe founded the DIEPART group. He used his
knowledge of radio equipment to improve the quality of the recordings
they would gather at haunted sites. 

Instead of being scared of the paranormal, Joe is excited about it. The
DIEPART group isn’t there to bust ghosts, he says. Instead they come to val-
idate what the client says. They always conduct their investigations profes-
sionally and with a scientific perspective.

In just two of their investigations, the DIEPART team has collected
over 500 voices from the dead. They now use Joe’s own invention, a para-
bolic microphone that is so sensitive it records sounds that other equip-
ment can’t pick up—even the proverbial pin drop.

According to Joe, DIEPART is pushing everything to the extreme, to
build a better mousetrap. “It’s our goal to keep trying new things to prove
or disprove that the supernatural exists.”

��
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