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CHAPTER 1

A “Sorehead”
Gets His Due

This story is based on a conversation with Inspector Ken Hooker, Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Game, Colusa, California, during a

station inspection in October 1967.

Captain Ken Hooker of the California Department of Fish and Game sat
quietly in his patrol car in the cannery parking lot, from which he could
watch the happenings on Fisherman’s Wharf without being observed. The
morning before, Hooker had received word from a reliable informant that a
truckload of ducks slaughtered earlier in the week in the Willows area would
be delivered the following morning to an Italian restaurant known to be fre-
quented by members of the mafia. Since that informant had never been wrong,
and he didn't want to share the information with anyone else for fear of ex-
posing the identity of his source, Hooker sat alone and kept an eye on the de-
livery entrance of the restaurant in question.

About two in the morning, a dark van pulled into the back alley of Louie’s
restaurant, an area normally reserved for deliveries. After turning off its head-
lights, the occupants sat inside for a few minutes, as if they were on the alert
for any signs of discovery. When they were satisfied that the coast was clear,
three men quickly emerged from the darkened vehicle. One man walked
around the van and with a set of keys opened the back door to Louie’s. His two
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partners flung open the van’s rear doors and began hurriedly unloading full
gunnysacks with difficulty because of their weight. Soon all three men were
moving the wet, heavy gunnysacks from the van into a darkened back room of
the restaurant, unaware of Captain Hooker moving rapidly on foot from his pa-
trol car in the parking lot toward their frantic activity. In the men’s haste to
move quickly, some of the sacks came open, and the broken bodies of unpicked
ducks began spilling out onto the pavement.

As Anthony Carbone grabbed a sack of ducks from the rear of the van, he
felt the cold steel of a pistol barrel being shoved gently against his neck and
heard the words, “Don’t move. Fish and Game warden; you are under arrest!”
Startled and terrified by the pistol barrel being pressed hard against his neck,
Carbone reacted by freezing as ordered and then wet himself.

Emerging from the darkened restaurant moments later, Gino Colleta, un-
aware of the drama taking place at the rear of the van, reached for a sack of
ducks only to hear the quiet words, “Stand as you are! Fish and Game warden;
you are under arrest!” Gino froze at hearing those words, standing dumbstruck
by the commanding voice and the unexpected turn of events.

Dominic Carluchi emerged from the rear of the restaurant, strode over to
the van, and hissed, “Get it in gear, youse guys; we don't have all night.” Sud-
denly he became aware that there were now four of them standing at the rear
of the van in the darkened alley, and in the same breath he exclaimed, “What
the hell is going on?”

“Hold it right there; Fish and Game warden!” instructed Hooker as he turned
on his flashlight, aiming its light into the men’s faces so as to temporarily blind them.

“Run!” screamed Gino as he lunged for the end of the alley.

Dominic, realizing the serious trouble he was in—especially because he
had recently been convicted for possessing illegal ducks—tried to break out of
Hooker’s firm hold on his collar. Unable to do so, he turned in his jacket and
struck Hooker in the face with his fist. In quick response, Hooker smashed the
barrel of his .38-caliber revolver across Dominic’s head, sending him crashing
to the ground in a haze of colorful stars just before everything turned to a soft
gray and he passed out. Grabbing his wrists before he came to, Hooker quickly
slipped on a pair of handcuffs.

Carbone stood absolutely still, as if his feet were frozen to the ground. His
heart was beating frantically, causing him to hyperventilate as a roaring sound
began to beat a drum-like tempo in his head. Gino had cleared the end of the
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alley in a sprint and disappeared among the parked cars in the parking lot and
the foggy early-morning darkness on the docks of San Francisco.

Reaching into his back pants pocket, Hooker removed his spare set of hand-
cuffs and placed them on Carbone’s wrists. Directing Carbone to sit, Hooker took
a look into the van with his flashlight. He opened one of the wet burlap bags, and
his suspicions were confirmed as a dozen freshly Killed pintail ducks tumbled out
onto the floor of the van. His examination of the remaining five burlap sacks in
the van revealed that all were full of freshly killed pintail and mallard ducks.

Taking his last spare set of cuffs from his coat pocket, Hooker handcuffed
Carbone’s cuffs to the back bumper of the van so he couldn't escape and then
headed into the darkened restaurant to see what was in the burlap bags the
men had already hauled into the back room. Again, Hooker’s suspicions were
confirmed. All six wet sacks on the floor inside contained dead ducks, and a
quick look at the carcasses showed that the birds appeared to have been shot
in the backs, a sign that they had been killed during an illegal “duck drag,” or
mass killing by commercial market hunters.

Dragging two of the heavy burlap bags out into the alley, Hooker checked
to make sure his two suspects were still hooked up. Satisfied, he reentered the
restaurant and hauled out the remaining sacks of dead ducks, which were now
state’s evidence. He removed the keys from the van in case the man who had
escaped returned for the vehicle and the rest of the ducks, and then, walking
Carbone in front and dragging Dominic, who was still out cold, by the collar,
he moved the pair toward his patrol car.

When he reached his patrol car, Hooker used his Fish and Game radio to
call the city’s dispatcher and request backup. Soon a nearby San Francisco county
sheriff’s deputy rolled up, and Hooker transferred his prisoners to the other of-
ficer’s vehicle for transport. He and the deputy drove their patrol cars to the
van, and Hooker loaded all the sacks of ducks into his car, filling the back and
passenger seats to the roof, with the remaining bags bulging out the back of his
trunk. The deputy locked the restaurant’s back door, and then the two vehicles
made their way to the San Francisco county jail, where the two prisoners were
booked for possession of an overlimit of ducks. Dominic was in urgent need of
medical attention because Hooker’s pistol barrel had left a six-inch-long gash on
his head, so a visit to a nearby hospital for stitches was in order.

Hooker and the deputy then returned to the van and had it hauled to San
Francisco’s impound lot. It was never claimed and was later sold at auction, as
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was the policy of the city of San Francisco for any impounded vehicle that
wasn't claimed by its owner within 90 days.

Three days afterward, Hooker was once again patrolling the docks of San
Francisco, checking commercial fishing boats as they offloaded their catches.
Approaching the cannery parking lot where he had parked three nights earlier,
he was surprised to find a large black limousine slowly moving up alongside his
driver’s-side door. The back passenger window rolled down and a .45-caliber
Thompson submachine-gun barrel was thrust out through the opening and
aimed directly at Hooker. The gunman gestured with his free hand for Hooker
to pull over to the side of the road, which he promptly did.

Another man emerged from the limo as Hooker looked down the barrel
of the machine gun, opened the driver’s-side door of the patrol car, and told
him, “Get out; the boss wants to see you.”

Hooker emerged from his car and quickly looked around for some kind of
help. The men in the limo had done their work well because there was no one
else in the area. He was outnumbered, outgunned, and on his own. He was
forced into the backseat of the limo, where a bag was pulled over his head as
the men quickly relieved him of his service revolver.

“What the hell is this all about?” Hooker asked in the strongest voice he
could muster.

“Keep your yap shut,” a gruff voice answered as the car roared off.

About five minutes later, they drove into a large warehouse somewhere
along the docks. Hooker knew where they were because he could smell salt-
water and hear the horns from the ships in the bay as they passed each other.
The sounds echoed in what had to be a large building. The limo finally rolled
to a stop, his hood was removed, and he was told to get out.

After Hooker’s eyes had adjusted to the dim light of a warehouse full of
new tires, he saw a group of men at the far end of the building in a glassed-in
office. An abrupt shove on his shoulder forced him in that direction. As he got
closer to that group of men, Hooker recognized one individual from the band-
ages on his head. It was Dominic Carluchi, reportedly a “made man” in the
mafia, as Hooker had learned after the arrest he'd made three days earlier. One
very well-dressed man was seated behind an old desk in the office. Everyone
else stood at a respectful distance as if in deference to the power or position
that man represented.
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